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The Explanation and the Analysis of the Influencing
factors on Urban Identity (A Case Study: Noghan
Zone, Mashhad)

Gholam Reza Latifi!
Qasem Faizi Cheshmegoli?
Rahele Bajalal®

Abstract

Cities and urban areas have especial character and identity aside from the
fact that they have independency. However, what people think of the cities
in which they live is nothing but tall buildings, parks and streets. A city is a
place wherein interactions take place and people have a sense of citizenship
of the city. In other words, what makes a city is not tall buildings and parks
but the people living in that city with all tastes and unigque characteristics and
their urban identity. Although identity has got an important role in people's
lives and there is a mutual relationship between human identity and its
effects besides the confirmation and the acknowledgements of the experts
on this issue, it has not yet been thoroughly investigated. While the
importance of this issue needs to be noticed as the most important factor of
the mental balance by the urban management. This study aimed to assess
factors affecting the urban identity and strategies at the local level,
promoting more of these indicators. These factors are categorized under
physical, operational and perceptional components. The research method in
this study was descriptive and analytic and the data were collected through
documentary methods and field observations. To analyze the data, we
applied two-variable correlation method. Based on our findings and results,
from the perspective of residents' Noghan zone, what affects a city first and
foremost are the conventions, personality (0.742), construction, and a sense
of belonging and character (0.684), and memorability (0.606) respectively
are in the second and third priority which have got a great impact in
promoting the identity of an area. Also, according to the experts' views on
this field, components such as a sense of belonging, and memorability must
be considered in order to improve the security of the identity of an area.

Keywords: Urban Identity, City Structure, the Identity of an Area, Noghan
Zone
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