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A Survey on Recognition of Identity Situation in Mashhad

Alireza Rezvani®”
Islamic Azad University, Mashad branch, rezvanialireza@yahoo.com

Abstract

Since a few previous years and especially few recent decades, the issue of
crisis in Iran's architecture and urban design identity has been the topic of
argument and research among many experts. This undesirable situation,
specifically in Mashhad —a religious city that claims to be the spiritual capital of
Iran- is more obvious. This paper, with the assumption that the conditions of
Mashhad does not fit its role and precedent, reports the results of a survey done by
the researcher in the project of "Quantitative and Qualitative Development Plan
for Imam Reza Pilgrimage" and illustrates the state of identity in Mashhad from
the viewpoint of prominent experts and specialists. It also shows their
perspectives of the city's physical-spatial characteristics. The survey was taken via
a questionnaire with a collection of open and close questions and more than 100
samples were gathered to be evaluated by Likert scale. All the information has
been analyzed by Excel and SPSS software, some which are presented in this
paper. The results show unfavorable conditions and architecture-urban design
identity indexes in Mashhad. It also proves a notable gap between Mashhad's
condition and experts' expectations of this city either in responding to citizens or
to pilgrims.

Keywords: Identity, strategic plan, current situation, theoretical participation,
prominent experts

¥ Assistant professor, Masters in Architecture and PhD in Urban design engineering
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